By Night and By Day – Snapshots of Personal Evangelism
Read John 3:1-21 and John 4:1-42
By Night: The Conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21)
· Ancient Greek didn’t have punctuation marks, so translators disagree about where Jesus stops talking and the narrator begins explaining. Compare the NIV and the NET and decide which approach makes more sense to you. 
· Compare the NRSV, Message, and NET translation of John 3:3 with the NIV, NASB, and ESV. Dig around until you figure out why they differ. Which choice would you make as a translator?
· What tone of voice do you envision Jesus and Nicodemus using in each paragraph?

· Rewrite this story pretending that it takes place in a dorm room. Change the dialog until it feels natural (like something you and your friends would actually say to each other) without changing the meaning of what either Nicodemus or Jesus says.
By Day: The Conversation with the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42)
· According to the text, why did Jesus stop? Can we infer anything about that from Jesus’ philosophy of evangelism?
· At what point does the conversation become evangelistic? 
· What tone of voice do you imagine Jesus and the Samaritan Woman used in each paragraph?

· Rewrite this story pretending that it takes place out on campus. Change the dialog until it feels natural (like something you and your friends would actually say to each other) without changing the meaning of what either the woman or Jesus says.

Comparing Them
· What is the same about the way Jesus acts in the two stories?
· What is different about the way Jesus acts in the two stories?
· Which conversation would you have found easier to participate in? What would have to change in you for you to feel more comfortable in the other conversation?

· Now write a one page handout about evangelism using these two stories as the foundation. Your target audience is a Christian who wants to share their faith but isn’t sure how to do it.
